
The NSD Library Media Specialists in collaboration with NPL present
SUMMER READING SUGGESTIONS 2021 Grades 9-12

This is a list of suggested quality titles for summer reading. Feel free to read anything else that interests you!

Acevedo, Elizabeth. With the Fire on High
Emoni Santiago is a teen mother struggling to raise her daughter and take care of her abuela. Her cooking is magic.
She dreams of working as a chef, but just finishing high school is a challenge. Emoni’s school has a culinary arts class
and she must decide if she can find the time for the class, the money for a cooking trip to Spain, and a belief in herself!

Alexander, Kwame. Swing
"Noah and his best friend Walt want to become cool, make the baseball team, and win over Sam, the girl Noah has
loved for years. When Noah finds old love letters, Walt hatches a plan to woo Sam. But as Noah's love life and Walt's
baseball career begin, the letters alter everything."--Provided by publisher

Arden, Katherine. The Bear and the Nightingale
Vasilisa spends the winter nights listening to her nurse's fairy tales. When Vasilisa's mother dies, her father goes to
Moscow and brings home a new wife. Her new stepmother forbids her family from honoring the household spirits.
Vasilisa works to protect her family from a threat that seems to have stepped from her nurse's most frightening tales.

Berry, Julie. Lovely War
Aphrodite recounts the tales of two couples and their tragic love. This multi-layered romance is set in World Wars I and
II.  Hazel is a classical pianist from London, James a British would-be architect turned soldier, Aubrey a Harlem-born
ragtime genius in the U.S. Army, and Colette a Belgian orphan with a gorgeous voice and a devastating past.

Chee, Traci. We are Not Free
Fourteen-year-old budding artist Minoru Ito, his two brothers, his friends, and the other Japanese-Americans in
southern California, have been attacked, spat on, and abused following the attacks on Pearl Harbor. But things get
worse when they are relocated to camps.

Craig, Erin A. House of Salt and Sorrows
On a remote island, in a manor by the sea, twelve sisters are cursed. Annaleigh Thaumas lives at Highmoor manor
where several of her sisters die under unusual circumstances. Annaleigh suspects that the deaths were not accidents.
With the help of a handsome stranger she tries to unravel the family curse before she is next.

Culley, Betty. Three Things I Know are True
Life changes forever for Liv when her older brother, Jonah, accidentally shoots himself with his best friend Clay's
father's gun. Now Jonah can’t walk or talk and needs round-the-clock care just to stay alive. Liv feels like she's the only
person who can see that her brother is still there inside his broken body.

Gong, Chloe. These Violent Delights
In 1926 Shanghai, eighteen-year-old Juliette Cai, heir of the Scarlet Gang, and her first love-turned-rival Roma
Montagov, leader of the White Flowers, must work together when mysterious deaths threaten their city.

Grimes, Nikki. Between the Lines
After learning about Darrian’s desire to become a journalist, the school librarian recommends a poetry class  While
preparing for a poetry slam, the students learn about each other’s challenges while they forge unexpected connections.

Kemmerer, Brigid. A Curse So Dark and Lonely
Eighteen years old for the three hundred twenty-seventh time, Prince Rhen despairs of breaking the curse that turns
him into a beast at the end of each day until feisty Harper, a visitor from another era, enters his life.

Lloyd-Jones, Emily. The Bone Houses
When risen corpses called 'bone houses' threaten Ryn's village due to a decades-old curse, she teams up with a
mapmaker named Ellis to solve the mystery of the curse and prevent the corpses from reanimating.
*Descriptions adapted from Follett Titlewave.



McCreary, Michael. Funny, You Don’t Look Autistic: A Comedian’s Guide to Life on the Spectrum
McCreary shares how journaling turned his challenges into power and laid the groundwork for his career as a
comedian. This memoir both busts stereotypes about Autism and shares what it's like to live with Autism for readers on
and off the spectrum.

McGovern, Cammie. Just Breathe
David, the president of his senior class, is battling cystic fibrosis. Jamie, a sophomore, suffers from depression. They
meet at the hospital while Jamie is volunteering and soon realize they are more comfortable with each other than with
anyone else. Their relationship starts to turn to something more than friendship, but they may be running out of time.

Meja, Tehlor Kay. We Set the Dark on Fire
At the Medio School for Girls, young women are trained to either run a husband's household or raise his children. Both
paths offer a life of comfort and luxury, away from the frequent political uprisings of the lower class. Daniela Vargas is
the school's top student, but she must keep her background hidden or be sent back to the fringes of society.

Morelli, Frank. No Sad Songs
Following a family tragedy, 18-year-old Gabe becomes caregiver for his ailing grandfather. Going to school and looking
after a grandfather with Alzheimer's is more work than Gabe ever imagined. And when Uncle Nick shows up, Gabe
finds that living with Nick and Grandpa is like babysitting two grown men.

Nefi, G. Grand Theft Horse
Horse trainer Gail Ruffu takes a racehorse from the hands of a group of abusive co-owners and ends up in legal battles
because of it.  Graphic novel format.

Shusterman, Jarred and Neal. Dry
A lengthy California drought escalates to catastrophic proportions, turning Alyssa's quiet suburban street into a war
zone and forcing her to make impossible choices if she and her brother are to survive.

Takei, George. They Called Us Enemy
Actor, author, and activist George Takei recounts his childhood imprisoned in the American concentration camps for
Japanese Americans during World War II and the impact the experience had on his later life.

Walz, Jason. Last Pick
Three years ago, aliens invaded Earth and abducted everyone except those too young, too old, or too disabled to be
valuable. Now living on Earth under the aliens' harsh authoritarian rule, these “rejects” have been doing their best to
survive. They had never been considered a threat before, but now twins Sam and Wyatt are ready to start a revolution.

Williamson, Lisa. The Art of Being Normal
Outsider David Piper forms an unlikely friendship with Leo Denton who always does his best to remain invisible.  But
when David's deepest secret comes out, that he wants to be a girl, things get very messy for both of them.

**Young Adult Connections to Nashua Reads**

Johnson, Kim. This is My America
Tracey Beaumont often writes letters to Innocence X, an organization that appeals death sentences, since her father
was placed on death row for murder despite his innocence. And then her brother is accused of killing his white
girlfriend.

Thomas, Angie. Concrete Rose (Backstory of Starr’s father from The Hate U Give)
Seventeen-year-old Maverick Carter, son of a former gang leader, is trying to do the right thing. It’s not easy to work,
finish school, and raise a child so Mav starts dealing for the King Lords. Mav finds out he is going to be a father again
and is offered a chance to go straight. This is his chance to prove he’s different, that he can make it.

Zoboi, Ibi and Yusef Salaam. Punching the Air
A timely YA novel in verse about a 16-year old boy who is wrongfully incarcerated. Amal tries to maintain his humanity
and will to survive after being wrongfully convicted of a crime he didn’t commit.
*Descriptions adapted from Follett Titlewave.


