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Acevedo, Sylvia.  Path to the stars : my journey from Girl Scout to rocket scientist 

The inspiring memoir for young readers about a Latina rocket scientist whose early life was transformed by joining the Girl 
Scouts and who currently serves as CEO of the Girl Scouts of the USA. 
 

Auxier, Jonathan.  Sweep : the story of a girl and her monster 

In nineteenth-century England, after her father's disappearance Nan Sparrow, ten, works as a "climbing boy," aiding 
chimney sweeps, but when her most treasured possessions end up in a fireplace, she unwittingly creates a golem. 
  
Benjamin, Ali. The thing about jellyfish 

Twelve-year-old Suzy Swanson wades through her intense grief over the loss of her best friend by investigating the rare 
jellyfish she is convinced was responsible for her friend's death. 
  
Cheng, Jack.  See you in the cosmos 

Eleven-year-old Alex Petroski, along with his dog, Carl Sagan, makes big discoveries about his family on a road trip and 
he records it all on a golden iPod he intends to launch into space. 
  

Chokshi, Roshani .  Aru Shah and the end of time 

Twelve-year-old Aru stretches the truth to fit in at her private school, but when she is dared to prove an ancient lamp is 
cursed, she inadvertently frees an ancient demon. 
 
Connor, Leslie.  The truth as told by Mason Buttle 

As he grieves his best friend Benny's death, Mason and his friend Calvin, who are targeted by the neighborhood bullies, 
create an underground haven for themselves, but when Calvin goes missing Mason finds himself in trouble. 
 
Cottrell Boyce, Frank. Cosmic. 

Twelve-year-old Liam, who looks like he is thirty and is tired of being treated like he is older than he actually is, decides he 
is going to pose as the adult chaperone on the first spaceship to take civilians into space, but when he ends up in outer 
space with a group of kids and no adult supervision, he must think fast to make things right. 
 
Craft, Jerry. New Kid 

Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But instead of sending him to the 
art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious private school known for its academics, where Jordan is 
one of the few kids of color in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights apartment to the 
upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn between two worlds--and not really fitting into 
either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture while keeping his friends and staying true to himself? 
 
DiCamillo, Kate. Louisiana's way home 

When Louisiana Elefante's granny wakes her up in the middle of the night to tell her that the day of reckoning has arrived 
and they have to leave home immediately, Louisiana isn't overly worried. After all, Granny has many middle-of-the-night 
ideas. But this time, things are different. This time, Granny intends for them never to return. Separated from her best 
friends, Raymie and Beverly, Louisiana struggles to oppose the winds of fate (and Granny) and find a way home. But as 
Louisiana's life becomes entwined with the lives of the people of a small Georgia town--including a surly motel owner, a 
walrus-like minister, and a mysterious boy with a crow on his shoulder -- she starts to worry that she is destined only for 
good-byes. (Which could be due to the curse on Louisiana's and Granny's heads. But that is a story for another time). 
 

 

 

 



Dunbar, Erica Armstrong.  Never caught, the story of Ona Judge : George and Martha Washington's 

courageous slave who dared to run away  

Born into a life of slavery, Ona Judge eventually grew up to be George and Martha Washington's "favored" dower slave. 
When she was told that she was going to be given as a wedding gift to Martha Washington's granddaughter, Ona made 
the bold and brave decision to flee to the north, where she would be a fugitive. From her childhood, to her time with the 
Washingtons and living in the slave quarters, to her escape to New Hampshire, the authors share an intimate glimpse into 
the life of a little-known, but powerful figure in history, and her brave journey as she fled the most powerful couple in the 
country. 
 

Hood, Susan.  Lifeboat 12 

In 1940, a group of British children, their escorts, and some sailors struggle to survive in a lifeboat when the ship taking 
them to safety in Canada is torpedoed. Includes historical notes. 
 
Johnson, Varian.  The Parker inheritance 

Spending the summer in Lambert, South Carolina, Candice discovers the letter that sent her grandmother on a treasure 
hunt, and with her new friend Brandon, sets off to expose the injustice once committed against a local African American 
family. 
 

Kelly, Scott. Endurance: My year in space and how I got there 

Adapted from the memoir of NASA astronaut Scott Kelly, who spent a record-breaking year in space, and shares details 
about his life, discussing his childhood in New Jersey, training, space missions, and more. 
 

Larson, Hope.  All summer long 

Thirteen-year-old Bina has a long summer ahead of her. She and her best friend, Austin, usually do everything together, 
but he's off to soccer camp for a month, and he's been acting kind of weird lately anyway. So it's up Bina to see how much 
fun she can have on her own. At first, it's a lot of boredom, bad TV and guitar practice. Things look up when Bina finds an 
unlikely companion in Austin's older sister, Charlie--they like the same music, and Charlie actually seems to think Bina is 
cool. But then Austin comes home from camp acting weirder than when he left" 
 

Nielsen, Jennifer A. The false prince (Series: Ascendance trilogy ; bk. 1) 

In the country of Carthya, a devious nobleman engages four orphans in a brutal competition to be selected to impersonate 
the king's long-missing son in an effort to avoid a civil war. 
 

Reynolds, Jason.  Ghost (Series: Track ; bk. 1) 

Ghost, a naturally talented runner and troublemaker, is recruited for an elite middle school track team. 
  

Saeed, Aisha. Amal unbound 

In Pakistan, Amal holds onto her dream of being a teacher even after becoming an indentured servant to pay off her 
family's debt to the wealthy and corrupt Khan family. 
  

Stabler, David.  Kid athletes : true tales of childhood from sports legends 
A collection of anecdotes from the childhoods of famous athletes, including Babe Ruth, Danica Patrick, Peyton Manning, 
and others. 
 
Weintraub, Robert.  No better friend : a man, a dog, and their incredible true story of friendship and 

survival in World War II  

Describes the bond that developed between an RAF technician and a fiercely loyal purebred pointer named Judy, a pair 
who met in an internment camp during World War II where they became a symbol of hope to the other prisoners. 
 

Woodson, Jacqueline.  Harbor Me 

When six students are chosen to participate in a weekly talk with no adults allowed, they discover that when they're 
together, it's safe to share the hopes and fears they have to hide from the rest of the world. 

 

Unless otherwise noted, annotations have been taken from Follett’s Titlewave listings. 
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