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The following is a list of suggested quality titles for summer reading. Feel free to read anything else that interests you! 
  
Ames, Lee J. Draw 50 Aliens, UFOs, Galaxy Ghouls, Milky Way Marauders, and Other Extraterrestrial 
Creatures  
A step-by-step guide to drawing outer space creatures.  
 
Ball, Nate. Alien in My Pocket 
With engaging illustrations on every spread, a page-turning plot, a do-it-yourself experiment on building your own rocket, and fun 
science facts throughout, this is the perfect chapter book for young readers! And it’s all from the amazing brain of MIT graduate 
Nate Ball, host of PBS’s Emmy Award-winning Design Squad series. 
 
Berne, Emma Carlson. Totally Wacky Facts About Exploring Space 
Out-of-this-world facts and a bright, bold design will keep struggling and reluctant readers wanting more! 
 
Betts, Dr. Bruce. Astronomy for Kids: How to Explore Outer Space with Binoculars, a Telescope, or Just 
Your Eyes! 
One of the coolest things about outer space is that anyone can explore it. All you have to do is go outside and look up! Using 
plain sight, binoculars, or a small telescope, Astronomy for Kids shows stargazers how easy it is to explore space, just by 
stepping outside. 
 
Brown, Peter. The Wild Robot  
Roz the robot discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island with no memory of where she is from or why she is there, and 
her only hope of survival is to try to learn about her new environment from the island's hostile inhabitants. 
 
Cheng, Jack. See You in the Cosmos 
11-year-old Alex Petroski loves space and rockets, his mom, his brother, and his dog Carl Sagan--named for his hero, the 
real-life astronomer. All he wants is to launch his golden iPod into space the way Carl Sagan (the man, not the dog) launched his 
Golden Record on the Voyager spacecraft in 1977. From Colorado to New Mexico, Las Vegas to L.A., Alex records a journey on 
his iPod to show other lifeforms what life on earth, his earth, is like.  
 
Citro, Asia. Dragons and Marshmallows (Zoey and Sassafras) 
A girl, Zoey, and her cat, Sassafras, use science experiments to help a dragon with a problem 
 
Cottrell Boyce, Frank. Cosmic 
Twelve-year-old Liam, who looks like he is thirty and is tired of being treated like he is older than he actually is, decides he is 
going to pose as the adult chaperone on the first spaceship to take civilians into space, but when he ends up in outer space with 
a group of kids and no adult supervision, he must think fast to make things right. 

 



 

 
Demuth, Patrick. Who Was Galileo? 
Profiles the life and accomplishments of the Italian scientist, including his family life, years as a university teacher, 
world-changing ideas about the solar system, and imprisonment for heresy. 
 
Edwards, Roberta. Who Is Neil Armstrong? 
Looks at the life of Neil Armstrong, the American astronaut who in 1969 became the first person ever to set foot on the moon. 
 
Graham, Ian. You Wouldn't Want to be on Apollo 13! : A Mission You'd Rather Not Go On 
Describes what it was like to be an astronaut on the "unlucky" 1970 Apollo 13 mission to the moon.  
 
Kelly, Erin Estrada. Hello, Universe 
The lives of four misfits are intertwined when a bully's prank lands shy Virgil at the bottom of a well and Valencia, Kaori, and Gen 
band together in an epic quest to find and rescue him. 
 
Lin, Grace. Starry River of the Sky 
An innkeeper's chore boy discovers that a visitor's stories hold the key to returning the moon to the Starry River of the Sky. 
 
Mass, Wendy, Every Soul a Star 
Ally, Bree, and Jack meet at Moon Shadow, an isolated campground, to watch a total eclipse of the sun; but soon they begin to 
learn a great deal about themselves, each other, and the universe. 
 
McAnulty, Stacy. Earth!: My First 4.54 Billion Years 
"Hi, I'm Earth! But you can call me Planet Awesome.I've been around for almost 4.6 billion years. Someone needs to give you 
the facts, and I'm the best planet for the job.” 
 
Robbins, Dean. Margaret and the Moon : How Margaret Hamilton Saved the First Lunar Landing 
Introduces the woman mathematician whose childhood love of numbers led to her prestigious education and contributions 
at NASA while explaining how her handwritten codes proved essential throughout numerous space missions. 
 
Shetterly, Margot Lee. Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four Black Women and the Space Race 
Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a group of dedicated female mathematicians 
known as -human computers- used pencils, slide rules, and adding machines to calculate the numbers that would launch 
rockets, and astronauts, into space.  
 
Teagan, Erin. Luciana (American Girl: Girl of the Year 2018) 
Luciana is over the moon-- she's going to Space Camp! But when she's picked to lead her team in a robot challenge, 
instead of rocketing her crew to success she steers them straight into trouble.  
 

Also, check out books from these awesome series:   
 
The Bad Guys by Aaron Blabey  
CatStronauts by by Drew Brockington 
Cleopatra in Space by Mike Maihack 
Cody and the Mysteries of the Universe by Tricia 
Springstubb 
Last Kids on Earth by Max Brallier 
Moon Base Alpha by Stuart Gibbs 

Ricky Ricotta’s Mighty Robot by Dav Pilkey 
Space Headz by Jon Scieszka 
Space Penguins by L. A. Courtenay 
Space Rocks by Tom O' Donnell 
Space Taxi by Wendy Mass 
 

 

 
 


