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8th GRADE 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES (all students should at choose one): 
Frank, Anne. The Diary of a Young Girl  
For two years, 13-year-old Anne Frank, her parents, sister and four other people remained hidden in a 
back room until they were discovered and arrested in 1944. Anne's diary was found by accident and tells 
the story of her unusual life, as well as the problems of growing up and falling in love. 
 
Griffin, John Howard. Black Like Me  
Reports the experiences of a white man who darkened his skin and traveled through the South as a 
Negro. 
 
Myers, Walter Dean. Fallen Angels  
Seventeen-year-old Richie Perry, just out of his Harlem high school, enlists in the Army in the summer of 
1967 and spends a devastating year on active duty in Vietnam. 
 
Richter, Hans Peter. Friedrich  
A young German boy recounts the fate of his best friend, a Jew, during the Nazi regime. 
 
Wilson, John. Flames of the Tiger  
As a boy growing up in Germany during Hitler's rise to power, Dieter has bee seduced by the pomp and 
the circumstance of war. But as global hostilities intensify, Dieter is called upon to fight for his country in 
a conflict that he doesn't fully understand. 
 
HONORS LITERATURE 
Stowe, Harriet Beecher. Uncle Tom's Cabin   
The great literary and social document of the United States in the 1850's with illustrations of the Old 
South before the Civil War. 
 

7th GRADE 
Paulsen, Gary. Soldier’s Heart (all students) 
Eager to enlist, fifteen-year-old Charley has a change of heart after experiencing both the physical 
horrors and mental anguish of Civil War combat. 
 
HONORS LITERATURE 
Ellis, Deborah. The Breadwinner   
Based on impeccable research in an Afghan refugee camp, this novel is an honest, heart-breaking and 
positive story of enormous courage and creative survival in an intolerable environment. 
 


