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Abdul-Jabbar, Kareem. Becoming Kareem: Growing Up On and Off the Court 
Lew Alcindor, a socially awkward kid growing up in New York City, often faces prejudice and racism. With his talent on the 

basketball court, persistence, and help from coaches and mentors, he transforms himself into basketball star, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 

 

Auxier, Jonathan. The Night Gardener 
Irish orphans Molly, fourteen, and Kip, ten, travel to England to work as servants in a crumbling manor house where nothing is quite 

what it seems to be, and soon the siblings are confronted by a mysterious stranger and secrets of the cursed house. 

 

Behar, Ruth. Lucky Broken Girl 
In 1960s New York, fifth-grader Ruthie, a Cuban-Jewish immigrant, must rely on books, art, her family, and friends in her 

multicultural neighborhood when an accident puts her in a body cast. 

 

Bornstein, Michael. Survivors Club: The true story of a very young prisoner of Auschwitz 
Michael Bornstein was rescued at the age of four from Auschwitz. Here is the story of how the love of his family and circumstances 

saved him told by Michael with the help of other survivors.  

 

Bowling, Dusti. Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus 
Although Aven Green was born without arms, she loves to tell people that she lost them in an alligator wrestling match. When she 

learns that she is moving to Arizona, she is apprehensive about starting over and repeatedly answering THAT question. She befriends 

a classmate who also has a disability, learns that she can overcome her fear, solve a mystery and help a friend, even without arms.  

 

Cass, Kiera. The Selection 
America Singer lives in the future in a caste-divided post-war nation of Illea. America is chosen to be a part of a contest to win the 

heart of the prince, but what she really wants is a future with her secret love who is a caste below her.  

 

Chmakova, Svetlana. Brave 
Jensen lives in two worlds: his daydream world in which he is a Superhero and his middle-school reality filled with math, getting 

along with people, and being picked last. When the pressure increases due to the dynamic duo of the school newspaper, Jenny and 

Akilah, Jensen finds life increasingly hard to navigate. Can his superhero daydreams help him solve his real-life problems?  

 

Cottrell Boyce, Frank. Sputnik’s Guide to Life on Earth 
When Prez's grandfather is diagnosed with dementia, he's sent to live in a foster home, but when he meets a talking dog named 

Sputnik, together, they come up with a plan to save the world. 

 

Davies, Jacqueline. Nothing But Trouble  
"Two smart girls in one small town use their combined genius to liven up their world--one prank at a time"--Provided by publisher. 

 

Ellis, Deborah. The Breadwinner 
Conscious of the strict limitations imposed by the Taliban rulers of Kabul, Afghanistan, on women's freedom and behavior, eleven-

year-old Parvana disguises herself as a boy in order to earn money so that her family can survive after her father's arrest. 

Gibbs, Stuart. Spy School Secret Service (A Spy School Series Novel) 
Thirteen-year-old Ben Ripley is assigned to protect the president from an assassination attempt in his first solo mission, but he may be 

in over his head. 

 

  



Hilton, Marilyn. Full Cicada Moon 
It's 1969, and the Apollo 11 mission is getting ready to go to the moon. But for half-black, half-Japanese Mimi, moving to a 

predominantly white Vermont town is enough to make her feel alien. Suddenly, Mimi's appearance is all anyone notices. She struggles 

to fit in with her classmates, even as she fights for her right to stand out by entering science competitions and joining Shop Class 

instead of Home Ec. And even though teachers and neighbors balk at her mixed-race family and her refusals to conform, Mimi's 

dreams of becoming an astronaut never fade--no matter how many times she's told no. 

 

Messner, Kate. The Seventh Wish 
Charlie needs to pay for a new dress for her Irish Step competitions and hopes to win the ice fishing derby but if that doesn’t happen 

she can at least sell her catches until she saves enough money. Imagine her surprise when she catches talking, wish-granting fish. Can 

this fish offer the solution to Charlie’s problems or are fairy tale solutions not all they're cracked up to be?  

 

Philbrick, W.R. The Big Dark 
When something knocks out everything electrical at midnight on New Year's Eve, the world is plunged into chaos, including the town 

of Harmony, New Hampshire, where Webster Bragg, a vicious survivalist, sees an opportunity to dominate his fellow citizens--but as 

the town struggles to maintain order and civilization, young Charlie Cobb sets out on a dangerous journey through the snow to find 

medicine for his diabetic mother. 

 

Preller, James.  Bystander 
Thirteen-year-old Eric discovers there are consequences to not standing by and watching as the bully at his new school hurts people, 

but although school officials are aware of the problem, Eric may be the one with a solution. 

 

Rhodes, Jewell Parker.  Towers Falling 
Déja, living in one room in a homeless shelter, is nervous about attending a new school but quickly makes a couple of unlikely friends. 

Together with their class, they learn about how people form communities both small and universal. Studying the tragic events of 9/11, 

they discover how historical events send out ripples that impact those communities, sometimes in unexpected ways.   

 

Russell, Rachel Renee. Locker Hero 

Max is about to face the scariest place ever - middle school! To make it worse, Doug, the school bully keeps stuffing Max into his 

locker! If only Max could be like the heroes in his comic books! More importantly, can Max be the hero his school needs?  

 

Sands, Kevin. The Blackthorn Key 
In 1665 London, fourteen-year-old Christopher Rowe, apprentice to an apothecary, and his best friend Tom try to uncover the truth 

behind a mysterious cult, following a trail of puzzles, codes, pranks, and danger toward an unearthly secret with the power to tear the 

world apart. 

 

Scieszka, Jon. Guys Read: The Sports Pages 
A collection of sports stories featuring everything from fighting to friendship, set everywhere from the tennis court to the hockey rink. 

 

Sylvester, Kevin. MiNRS 
In an attempt to save the earth, a group of space travelers colonizes a new planet, Perses. When they are attacked by the Landers, who 

are trying to rob the colony of metals, Christopher and his friends are forced into the mining tunnels running for their lives, hiding 

from their enemies, and striving to survive.  

 

Vance, Ashlee. Elon Musk and the Quest for a Fantastic Future 
A biography of businessman Elon Musk, discussing his childhood in South Africa, his immigration to the United States in 1992, and 

his involvement with PayPal, Tesla Motors, and SpaceX. 

 

Wolk, Lauren.  Beyond the Bright Sea 
Crow has lived her entire life on a tiny piece of the starkly beautiful Elizabeth Islands off the coast of Massachusetts. Her only 

companions are Osh, the man who rescued her from a tiny skiff as an infant and raised her, and Miss Maggie, their neighbor across the 

sandbar. But it isn't until the night when a mysterious fire appears across the water that an unspoken question of her own history forms 

in her heart and an unstoppable chain of events is triggered. Using her bravery and perseverance, Crow must follow clues that not only 

lead to a personal treasure, but to uncovering her lost identity and, ultimately, understanding what it means to be a family. 


