
 

Nashua School District and Nashua Public Library 

SUMMER READING SUGGESTIONS 2018 
Grades 3-5 

 

The following is a list of suggested quality titles for summer reading. Feel free to read anything else that 

interests you! 

  

Aston, Dianna. A Rock is Lively 

From the creators of the award-winning An Egg Is Quiet, A Seed Is Sleepy, A Butterfly Is Patient, and A Nest Is Noisy 

comes this gorgeous and informative introduction to the fascinating world of rocks. From dazzling blue Lapis Lazuli to 

volcanic Snowflake Obsidian, an incredible variety of rocks are showcased in all their splendor. Poetic in voice and elegant 

in design, this book introduces an array of facts, making it equally perfect for classroom sharing and family reading. 

 

Brezenof, Steve. The Grand Canyon Burros That Broke (Series: Field trip mysteries) 

Edward "Egg" Garrison and his friends in the Art Club are on a trip to the Grand Canyon when three riding burros 

mysteriously disappear. 

 

Brown, Peter. The Wild Robot 

Roz the robot discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island with no memory of where she is from or why she is there, 

and her only hope of survival is to try to learn about her new environment from the island's hostile inhabitants. 

 

Charman, Katrina. The Ember Stone 

Perodia is threatened by Thorn, a powerful vulture, who is using magic to spread a terrible darkness--but when a young owl 

named Tag, and his best friend, the squirrel Skyla, rescue a golden egg from Thorn's Tiger bats they may have found the key 

to Perodia's salvation: the last firehawk, guardian of the ember stone. 

 

Cole, Joanna. The Magic School Bus Inside the Earth  
On a special field trip in the magic school bus, Ms. Frizzle's class learns first hand about different kinds of rocks and the 

formation of the earth. 

 

DiTerlizzi, Tony. The field guide 

The Grace children discover a field guide to fairies in their Great Aunt Lucinda's old Victorian house that sends them on a 

fantastic journey into a world of elves, dwarves, and trolls. 

 

Edgers, Geoff. Who were the Beatles? 
A brief illustrated biography of the Beatles, one of world's most famous rock bands, providing information on each individual 

member, and tracing how the band started to when they broke up. 

 

Gregory, Kristiana. Five Smooth Stones 
In her diary, a young girl writes about her life and the events surrounding the beginning of the American Revolution in 

Philadelphia in 1776. 

 

Grabenstein, Christopher. Escape From Mr. Lemoncello’s Library 
Twelve-year-old Kyle gets to stay overnight in the new town library, designed by his hero (the famous game maker Luigi 

Lemoncello), with other students but finds that come morning he must work with friends to solve puzzles in order to escape"-

-Provided by publisher. 

 

Griffin, Paul. When Friendship Followed Me Home 
“Ben Coffin has never been one for making friends. As a former foster kid, he knows people can up and leave without so 

much as a goodbye. Ben prefers to spend his time with the characters in his favorite sci-fi books…until he rescues an 

abandoned mutt from the alley next-door to the Coney Island Library.” 

 

  



Hatke, Ben. Mighty Jack 

Jack dreads summer because his single mother has to work and leaves him at home with his boring little sister who is autistic. 

She doesn't talk at all. Ever. But one day while they are at a flea market, she does talk. She tells Jack to trade their mother's 

car for a box of mysterious seeds. It's the best mistake Jack has ever made! 

 

Holm, Jennifer and Matthew. Baby Mouse: Rock Star #4 
Babymouse daydreams of being a rock star, traveling around the world performing concerts, but in real life she will settle for 

playing the flute--and not being last chair--in the school band. 

 

L'Engle, Madeleine. A wrinkle in time 

Meg Murry and her friends become involved with unearthly strangers and a search for Meg's father, who has disappeared 

while engaged in secret work for the government. 

 

Mlynowski, Sarah. Sticks and Stones 

Nory, Bax, and their friends are in a special class at Dunwiddle Magic School, a class for children whose magic is 

unpredictable--and while Nory is finding an outlet for her dritten-self (a combination of a kitten and dragon), in the kittenball 

team, Bax is worried because all he can do is turn into a rock, and nobody knows why. 

 

Osborne, Mary Pope. Midnight on the Moon 
The magic tree house takes Jack and Annie to a moon base in the future where they continue to search for the fourth thing 

they need to free their friend Morgan from the magician's spell.  

 

O'Connor, Jim. Where is the Grand Canyon? 
Looks at the Grand Canyon, one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World, including how it formed, which early native 

people lived there, and what varied wildlife can be found there now. 

 

Patterson, James.Word of Mouse  
What makes Isaiah so unique? First, his fur is as blue as the sky--which until recently was something he'd never seen, but had 

read all about. That's right--Isaiah can read, and write. He can also talk to humans...if any of them are willing to listen! After 

a dramatic escape from a mysterious laboratory, Isaiah is separated from his "mischief" (which is the word for a mouse 

family), and has to use his special skills to survive in the dangerous outdoors, and hopefully find his missing family. But in a 

world of cruel cats, hungry owls, and terrified people, it's hard for a young, lone mouse to make it alone. When he meets an 

equally unusual and lonely human girl named Hailey, the two soon learn that true friendship can transcend all barriers. 

 

Peters, Lisa Westberg. Earthshake:  Poems From the Ground Up 
Presents twenty-two poems about geology. End notes provide information about the earth's surface and interior, types of 

rocks, and how volcanoes, glaciers, and erosion modify the landscape. 

 

Segel, Jason.  Nightmares! 
Sleeping has never been so scary. And now waking up is even worse  

Charlie Laird has several problems.  

1. His dad married a woman he is sure moonlights as a witch. 

2. He had to move into her purple mansion, which is NOT a place you want to find yourself after dark. 

3.He can't remember the last time sleeping wasn't a nightmarish prospect. Like even a nap.  

What Charlie doesn't know is that his problems are about to get a whole lot more real. Nightmares can ruin a good night's 

sleep, but when they start slipping out of your dreams and into the waking world--that's a line that should never be crossed.  

And when your worst nightmares start to come true . . . well, that's something only Charlie can face. And he's going to need 

all the help he can get, or it might just be lights-out for Charlie Laird. For good. 

 

Yolen, Jane. Boots and the Seven Leaguers: A Rock and Troll Novel 
Teen troll Gog and his best friend Pook work as roadies for a troll rock and roll band until Gog's younger brother gets 

kidnapped 

 


