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SUMMER READING SUGGESTIONS 2017 
Grades 9-12 

 
 

The following is a list of suggested quality titles for summer reading. Feel free to read anything else that 

interests you!  

 

Andraka, Jack. Breakthrough: How One Teen Innovator is Changing the World 
Jack Andraka, a freshman in high school, is determined to find a quick, inexpensive, non-invasive early detection test for pancreatic 

cancer after his Uncle Ted dies of that disease. This is his story: searching for information, battling nay-sayers, seeking and finding a lab 

that will allow him to do his research. Learn of his process, his foibles, and his persistence.  

 
Banks, Anna. Joyride 
Carly was born in the United States, but her parents were born in Mexico, came to the USA illegally, and were deported. Carly and her 

brother are trying to raise enough money to bring their parents back across the border. They live an under-the-radar type of life, blending 

into their surroundings, in order to not bring attention to themselves. And then Carly meets Arden, a former football player and scholar, 

who has walked away from the good life and spends his time trying to make his father’s life miserable. And things happen. 

 
Brockenbrough, Martha. The Game of Love and Death 
In Seattle during the 1930s, two seventeen-year-olds, Henry, who is white, and Flora, who is African-American, are under the control of 

two shape-shifting immortals.  Love and Death chose Henry and Flora as babies to be unknowing participants in a game where they must 

choose each other at the end, or one of them will die. 

 

Brown, Daniel James. The Boys in the Boat 
Against the backdrop of the Great Depression and the rise of Nazi Germany, this true account tells how nine working-class boys from the 

American West mastered collegiate rowing and then went on to show the world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit really 

meant.  

Brown, Don. Drowned City: Hurricane Katrina & New Orleans 
This graphic novel portrays the Hurricane Katrina disaster in November of 2005, when the city of New Orleans and surrounding areas 

were flooded and more than fourteen hundred people lost their lives. 

 

Dessen, Sarah. Saint Anything 
Sydney's charismatic older brother, Peyton, has always been the center of attention in the family but when his rebellious behavior ends in 

a tragic accident and he is sent to jail, Sydney feels even more lost within her family.  It’s not until she meets the Chatham family that she 

discovers true friendship and a familial connection. 

 

Engle, Margarita. Silver People 
Fourteen-year-old Mateo and other Caribbean islanders face discrimination, segregation, and harsh working conditions when American 

recruiters lure them to the Panamanian rain forest in 1906 to build the great canal. 

 

Ewing, Amy. The Jewel 
Violet, a poor girl from the outer city undergoes three years of training to use her special powers. She is then sent to live in the Jewel 

where she is purchased by a royal family as a surrogate mother for royal children. It is there she finds forbidden romance and uncovers 

brutal secrets. 

  

Grant, Michael. Front Lines 
This re-imagined history of World War II tells the stories of three young women from very different walks of life. Thanks to a court 

decision, females are now subject to the draft. Rio, Frangie and Rainy enlist then must deal with the realities of war on the front lines 

against the Nazis. 

 

Hand, Cynthia. My Lady Jane 
This humorous rewrite of the story of Lady Jane Grey and King Edward VI starts as sixteen year old Jane is about to marry a total 

stranger. She is soon caught up in a treacherous plot to rob her cousin, King Edward, of his throne. But that's the least of her problems as 

she's about to become Queen of England. What could possibly go wrong? 

 

 



Hartley, A.J. Steeplejack 
Ang is an intelligent and fearless 17 year old girl who makes a living repairing the chimneys, towers, and spires of a South African city at 

the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries. When she finds her new apprentice dead, she is offered a job to investigate his death by a 

mysterious politician. 

 

Johnson, J.J. Believarexic  
Fifteen-year-old Jennifer Johnson has to force her parents to commit her to the eating disorders unit of a psychiatric hospital.  The facility 

is far from the supportive environment she had imagined and, in order to be discharged, Jennifer has go to through a strict treatment 

program and must relearn who to trust and decide for herself what “healthy” really means. 

 

Knudsen, Michelle. Evil Librarian  
Mr. Gabriel, the hot new librarian, seems to be sucking the life forces out of students at Cyn’s school, including her best friend Anne. 

Can Cyn save Anne and her school from Mr. Gabrielle’s dark forces AND still create an amazing set for the show Sweeney Todd?  

 

Lee, Stacey. Outrun the Moon 
On the eve of the San Francisco Earthquake of 1906, Mercy Wong is struggling socially at St. Clare's School. When the historic 

earthquake strikes, she is forced to wait with her classmates in a temporary park encampment.  Mercy can’t just sit by and wait, but what 

can one teenage girl do to heal so many who are suffering in her city? 

 

Lupica, Mike. QB 1 
Jake lives in the shadows of his father and older brother until he becomes the starting quarterback for the high school football team. He’s 

like every other kid fighting for every ounce of respect; awkward around a pretty girl, in awe of his famous family and desperate to fit in 

yet shine in his own way.  Inspired by the real life story of the Manning family. 

 

Meyer, Marissa. Wires & Nerve 
In this graphic novel, rogue packs of wolf-hybrid soldiers threaten the tenuous peace alliance between Earth and Luna, Iko takes it upon 

herself to hunt down the soldiers' leader. She is soon working with a handsome royal guard who forces her to question everything she 

knows about love, loyalty, and her own humanity.  A companion to The Lunar Chronicles series. 

 

Reynolds, Jason. All American Boys 
Rashad, an African American teen, is beaten by a white police officer. Quinn, also white, witnesses the incident—and flees the scene. As 

Rashad’s story goes viral, both boys deal with the aftermath. 

 

Saint-Exupéry, Antoine de. The Little Prince 
An aviator whose plane is forced down in the Sahara Desert encounters a little prince from a small planet who relates his adventures in 

seeking the secret of what is important in life.  (Originally written in French) 

 
Schroeder, Lisa. All We Have is Now 
Emerson and Vince live a day-to-day existence on the streets until they are faced with the end of their world, an asteroid is going to hit 

the Earth in 28 hours and 25 minutes. When they go to end their lives (on their own terms) they meet Carl who grants them one wish. 

Together they decide to spend their last hours “paying it forward.”  

 
Sepetys, Ruta. Salt to the Sea 
As World War II draws to a close, Joana, Emilia, and Florian cross paths as refugees fleeing East Prussia. They must rely on one another 

to survive both the trek to a ship that promises salvation and a disaster at sea. Based on true events. 

 
Stevenson, Noelle. Nimona 
Shape-shifting Nimona, joins forces with the super-villain Lord Blackheart to wreak havoc and create mischief, but all is not as it seems. 

This is a basic story of good vs. evil filled with plot twists, snarky humor, and a bit of science mixed in - all presented in a graphic 

format. 

 
Toten, Teresa. The Unlikely Hero of Room 13B 
Adam Spencer Ross is almost fifteen and he’s got his hands full confronting the everyday problems that come with having divorced 

parents, a stepsibling and obsessive-compulsive disorder.  Adam’s life changes, though, the instant he meets Robyn Plummer. But is it 

possible to have a normal relationship when your life is anything but? 

 
Welch, Jenna Evans. Love & Gelato 
Lina is spending the summer in Tuscany only because it was her mother’s dying wish that she get to know her father.  But she just wants 

to go home until she is given a journal that her mom had kept when she lived in Italy. Suddenly Lina’s uncovering a magical world of 

secret romances, art, and hidden bakeries. People come to Italy for love and gelato, someone tells her, but sometimes they discover much 

more. 


