
Nashua School District 

SUMMER READING SUGGESTIONS 2017 

Grades 3-5 

The following is a list of suggested quality titles for summer reading.  Feel free to read anything else that interests you!  

Astrotwins:  Project Blastoff  by Mark Kelly  

Young Mark Kelly and his brother and friends decide to build a rocket over the summer when their constant 

bickering starts to annoy their grandfather in this middle-grade novel based on the NASA astronauts' real 

childhoods. 

 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba  

Tells the true story of William Kamkwamba, who studies the technology and engineering behind wind turbines 

to solve a major problem - lack of electricity for lights or to pump water - in his hometown. 

 

Completely Clementine (and others in the series) by Sara Pennypacker 

Clementine faces changes at the end of her third grade year and anticipates the birth of her family's new baby. 

 

Counting By 7’s by Holly Goldberg Sloan 

Twelve-year-old genius and outsider Willow Chance must figure out how to connect with other people and find 

a surrogate family for herself after her parents are killed in a car accident. 

 
 

Emily Windsnap and the Ship of Lost Souls (and others in the series) by Liz Kessler  

A class trip to a beautiful island is overshadowed by a local myth about a mysterious ship that may have ties to 

the lost city of Atlantis. 

 

Emmanuel’s Dream:  The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah  by Laurie Ann Thompson  

The story of a West African youth who pursued an education, helped support his family and became a record-

setting cyclist in spite of a disability traces his ongoing achievements as an activist --OCLC. 

 

A Handful of Stars by Cynthia Lord 

When her blind dog slips his collar, twelve-year old Lily meets Salma Santiago, a young Hispanic girl whose 

migrant family are in Maine for the blueberry-picking season, and, based partly on their mutual love of dogs, the 

two forge a friendship while painting bee boxes for Lily's grandfather--but as the Blueberry Queen pageant 

approaches Lily and Selma are confronted with some of the hard truths of prejudice and migrant life. 

 

Horizon  by Scott Westerfeld 

When Aero Horizon 16 crashes in the Arctic, eight children emerge from the wreckage to find themselves alone 

and surrounded, not by ice, but by a mysterious and deadly jungle full of carnivorous plants and predatory birds-

-the other five hundred people from the plane are gone, not necessarily dead, but taken by something that lives in 

the jungle. 

 

I Survived the Eruption of Mount St. Helens, 1980 (and others in the series) by Lauren Tarshis 
Jess suddenly finds herself in the middle of the deadliest and most destructive volcanic event in U.S. history. Ash 

and rock are spewing everywhere. Can Jess escape in time? --Provided by the publisher 

 

Jacky Ha-Ha by James Patterson 

Twelve-year-old Jacky "Ha-Ha" Hart is a class clown with a penchant for pranking--and when she's required to 

act in the school play to appease her frustrated teachers, she must conquer her stutter --Provided by publisher. 

 



 

 

Locomotive by Brian Floca 

Details what the first passengers experienced as they traveled West on the transcontinental railroad in the 

summer of 1869.  

 

Ms. Bixby’s Last Day  by John David Anderson 

Ms. Bixby unexpectedly announces that she is very sick and won't be able to finish the school year, and Topher, 

Brand and Steve come up with a plan to tell her how much she means to them. 

 

The Pet War by Allan Woodrow  

Eleven-year-old Otto wants a dog, and his older sister Lexi wants a cat, so their mother suggests that whoever 

can raise enough money to pay for their pet can choose--and so the competition begins. 

 

Ranger in Time: Journey Through Ash and Smoke (and others in the series) by Kate Messner 

Ranger, the time-traveling golden retriever, has landed in Viking age Iceland, where he meets a girl named Helga, 

who seems perfectly able to take care of herself--until an erupting volcano and an early arriving baby forces 

Ranger and Helga to journey through the ash and smoke to find her father and bring him home. 

 

Ricky Ricotta’s Mighty Robot vs. The Unpleasant Penguins From Pluto (and others in the series) 

  by Dav Pilkey 

Infuriated by the declaration that Pluto is no longer a planet, President Penguin and his penguins invade Earth 

and it is up to Ricky and his robot pal to defeat them--with some help from Ricky's cousin Lucy and her pets. 

 

Search For the Lightning Dragon (Dragon Masters #7, and others in the series) by Tracey West  

The Dragon Masters have two tasks: track down the newly hatched Lightning Dragon, and find his destined 

Dragon Master, a boy named Carlos, and convince him to trust them--but somebody else has dark plans for this 

particular powerful and wild dragon. 

 

Space Camp (Galaxy Zack series #14, and others in the series) by Ray O’Ryan 
Will troublesome cabin mates ruin Zack's summer at space camp on the planet Sylvan? 

 

Who Was Jesse Owens? (and others in the series) by James Buckley, Jr. 

Describes the life of track-and-field athlete Jesse Owens, from his childhood in Alabama and his family's move 

to Cleveland to his athletic career which culminated in his winning four gold medals at the 1936 Olympic 

Games in Berlin, Germany. 

 

Wild Robot by Peter Brown 

Roz the robot discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island with no memory of where she is from or why 

she is there, and her only hope of survival is to try to learn about her new environment from the island's hostile 

inhabitants. 

 

Zeus and the Thunderbolt of Doom (Heroes in Training #1) by Joan Holub 

Ten-year-old Zeus, irritated that he keeps getting struck by lightning, discovers a magical thunderbolt embedded 

in a stone and embarks on the adventure of a lifetime when he is attacked by the Titans, who have been 

kidnapping other Olympian children with powers comparable to Zeus's. 

 

 

Note: All annotations taken from Follett's Titlewave listings unless otherwise noted. 


