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Nashua School District 

SUMMER READING SUGGESTIONS 2016 

Grades 3-5 

The following is a list of suggested quality titles for summer reading.  Feel free to read anything else that interests you!  
 

Don't Feed the Geckos!   by Karen English (and other Carver Chronicle books) 

When Bernardo comes to live with Carlos temporarily, taking over his top bunk, his spot on the school soccer team, and 

even his Papi's attention, Carlos is not happy. Worse, Bernardo starts messing with Carlos's pet geckos. Carlos tries to see 

past his cousin's annoying ways and keep the peace for his family's sake. 
 

The Dragonfly Effect   by Gordon Korman (and other Hypnotist and other Korman titles)  

Is it a gift or is it a curse? Jax Opus can use his color-changing eyes to make people do what he wants. But soon Jax is pulled 

into a dangerous conspiracy devised by a mysterious group, and now they're going to make Jax do what they want. 
 

Fuzzy Mud by Louis Sachar (and other books by Sachar) 
Two middle-grade kids take a shortcut home from school and discover what looks like fuzzy mud but is actually a substance 

with the potential to wreak havoc on the entire world 
 

Hit the Road, Helen! by Kate McMullan (and others in the Myth-O-Mania series) 
In this updated amusing version of Greek mythology, Hades, King of the Underworld, reveals the truth about Helen of Troy 

and the Trojan War. 

 

I Survived the Hindenburg Disaster, 1937  by Lauren Tarshis (and other I Survived books) 

For eleven year-old Hugo, flying on the Hindenburg is a dream come true. But as the zeppelin gets ready to land, a blast 

rocks the Hindenburg and fire consumes the ship. The entire historic disaster lasts a mere thirty-two seconds. Will he 

survive? 

  

Izzy Barr, Running Star by Claudia Mills (and other Franklin School Friends books) 

Izzy Barr is the star athlete of the third grade, but her father always seems to think her brother Dustin is better. She pretends 

she does not care but as the citywide 10K run approaches, Izzy really wants her father to join the rest of her family and her 

friends in watching her run. 

 

The Marvels by Brian Selznick 
In 1766, young Billy Marvel is shipwrecked, rescued, and goes on to found a brilliant family of actors that flourishes in 

London until 1900.  Nearly a century later, Joseph Jervis runs away from home, seeks refuge with his uncle in London, 

and is captivated by the Marvel house with its portraits and ghostly presences. 

 

The Name of this Book is Secret by Pseudonymous Bosch (and other Secret Series titles) 

Cassandra and Max find a missing magician's notebook and start to investigate the fire which burnt down his house and 

his mysterious "symphony of smells." 
 

Nooks and Crannies by Jessica Lawson  

Eleven-year-old Tabitha Crum, whose parents were just about to abandon her, is invited to the country estate of a wealthy 

countess along with five other children and told that one of them will become her heir 
 

Ranger in Time: Long Road to Freedom by Kate Messner (and other Ranger in Time titles) 

The mysterious box that Ranger the Golden Retriever found transports him to a Maryland plantation before the Civil War. 

He must help a young house slave and her brother find their way to the Underground Railroad before they are sold to another 

plantation. 
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Rain Reign by Ann Martin 

Rose Howard is obsessed with homonyms. She's thrilled that her own name is a homonym, and she purposely gave her 

dog Rain a name with two homonyms.. Not everyone understands Rose's obsessions, her rules, and the other things that 

make her different. When a storm hits their rural town, Rain goes missing. Now Rose has to find her dog, even if it means 

leaving her routines and safe places to search. 

 

Soccer Shake-up by Jake Maddox (and other Jake Maddox sports titles for boys and girls) 

Worried sick about his baby brother's operation, twelve-year-old Dominic does not feel much like playing soccer, so he 

just messes around on the field during practice.  When his grandfather teaches him some moves he starts to take an 

interest, and sets out to win the trust of his coach and teammates. 

 

Escaping Peril by Tui Sutherland (and other Wings of Fire titles): Peril is possibly the most dangerous dragon 

in Pyrrhia, because she has firescales that can kill an opponent with a touch, but now she has a mission--find her 

former queen, Scarlet, who is threatening the Jade Mountain Academy, and then stop her, and she is not sure if 

the persistent SeaWing, Turtle, who is accompanying her, will be a help or a hindrance. 

 

Whack of the P-Rex by Troy Cummings (and other Notebook of Doom titles) 

When Alexander and his friends find a very large footprint and piles of candy everywhere, they realize the school is being 

threatened by a Pinata-saurus Rex, a sweet-tasting monster who likes to smash things--and they find that the solution may 

be as near as a broken ant farm. 

 

Dragonbreath by Ursula Vernon   (and other Dragonbreath series titles)  

Danny Dragonbreath is the only mythical creature at a school filled with reptiles and amphibians. He can't breathe fire like 

normal dragon. The school bully keeps stealing his lunch. And now Danny has to rewrite his report about the ocean and 

use, ahem, actual research. His loyal but nerdy best friend Wendell suggests the library. But Danny has a way better plan. 

Suggested series: 
 

43 Cemetery Road series by Kate Klise (7 books)  

Stories told mostly through letters in which busybody Dick Tater tries to ban Halloween and ghost stories, and break up the 

popular writing team of I. B. Grumply, ghost Olive C. Spence, and eleven-year-old illustrator Seymour Hope. 
 

Field Trip Mysteries series by Steven Brezenoff (20 titles, also Museum Mysteries) 
Combines a popular school field-trip activity with the popular mystery genre. 

 

Lunch Lady and the Cyborg Substitute graphic novel series by Jarrett Krosoczka (10 books) 
Hector, Terrence, and Dee have always wondered about their school lunch lady. What does she do when she isn’t dishing 

out the daily special? Where does she live? Does she have a lot of cats at home? Little do they know, Lunch Lady doesn’t 

just serve sloppy joes—she serves justice! Whatever danger lies ahead, it’s no match for LUNCH LADY! 

 

You Wouldn't Want to Be at the Boston Tea Party!: Wharf Water Tea, You'd Rather Not Drink , non-

fiction book series by Peter Cook and other authors. 

Picture yourself as a young Bostonian in 1773. The land you live in is a British colony, ruled from London—but all that is 

about to end, as you take part in the birth of a new, independent nation! This new extended edition includes a map and a 

timeline, and a selection of riveting facts about the American Revolution. 
 

Who Was? / What Was? biography and historical event series  


