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Nominee List 
Just Listen by Sara Dessen 
Isolated from friends who believe 
the worst because she has not been 
truthful with them, sixteen­year­old 
Annabel finds an ally in classmate 
Owen, whose honesty and passion 
for music help her to face and share 
what really happened at the end­of­ 
the­year party that changed her life. 

Marley and Me by John Grogan 
The story of a family in the making 
and the wondrously neurotic dog 
who taught them what really matters 
in life. Is it possible for humans to 
discover the key to happiness 
through a bigger­than­life, bad­boy 
dog? 

The Minister's Daughter by Julie 
Hearn 
In 1645 in England, the daughters of 
the town minister successfully 
accuse a local healer and her 
granddaughter of witchcraft to 
conceal an out­of­wedlock 
pregnancy, but years later during the 
1692 Salem trials their lie has 
unexpected repercussions. 

Over a Thousand Hills I Walk With 
You by Hanna Jansen 
Before one fateful April day, Jeanne 
lived the life of a typical Rwandan 
girl. She fought with her little sister, 
went to school, and teased her 
brother. Then, in one horrifying night, 
everything changed. Political troubles 
unleashed a torrent of violence upon 
the Tutsi ethnic group. Jeanne's 
family, all Tutsis, fled their home and 
tried desperately to reach safety.... 

Heavy Metal and You by Chris 
Krovatin 
High schooler Sam begins losing 
himself when he falls for a preppy girl 
who wants him to give up getting 
wasted with his best friends and even 
his passion for heavy metal music in 
order to become a better person. 

New Moon by Stephenie Meyer 
When the Cullens, including her 
beloved Edward, leave Forks rather 
than risk revealing that they are 
vampires, it is almost too much for 
eighteen­year­old Bella to bear, but 
she finds solace in her friend Jacob 
until he is drawn into a "cult" and 
changes in terrible ways. 

Life as We Knew It by Susan Beth 
Pfeffer 
Through journal entries sixteen­year­ 
old Miranda describes her family's 
struggle to survive after a meteor 
hits the moon, causing worldwide 
tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic 
eruptions. 

The Night My Sister Went Missing 
by Carol Plum­Ucci 
When his sister goes missing under 
mysterious circumstances, 
seventeen­year­old Kurt spends a 
night at the local police station 
overhearing statements from a 
variety of witnesses that reveal the 
deep prejudices and shocking secrets 
of his small beach community. 

King Dork by Frank Portman 
High school loser Tom Henderson 
discovers that "The Catcher in the 
Rye" may hold the clues to the many 
mysteries in his life. 

Lord Loss by Darren Shan 
Presumably the only witness to the 
horrific and bloody murder of his 
entire family, a teenage boy must 
outwit not only the mental health 
professionals determined to cure his 
delusion, but also the demonic forces 
only he can see.
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The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 
Jeannette Walls tells the story about 
her childhood. She talks about living 
like nomads, moving among 
Southwest desert towns, camping in 
the mountains. Retreating to the 
dismal West Virginia mining town­­ 
and the family­­ her father, Rex 
Walls, had done everything he could 
to escape. He drank. He stole the 
grocery money and disappeared for 
days. As the dysfunction of the 
family escalated, Jeannette and her 
brother and sisters had to fend for 
themselves, supporting one another 
as they weathered their parents' 
betrayals and, finally, found the 
resources and will to leave home. 

A Certain Slant of Light by Laura 
Whitcomb 
After benignly haunting a series of 
people for 130 years, Helen meets a 
teenage boy who can see her and 
together they unlock the mysteries of 
their pasts. In the class of the high 
school English teacher she has been 
haunting, Helen feels them: for the 
first time in 130 years, human eyes 
are looking at her. They belong to a 
boy, a boy who has not seemed 
remarkable until now.... 

The Book Thief by Markus 
Zusak 
Trying to make sense of the horrors of 
World War II, Death relates the story 
of Liesel­­a young German girl whose 
book­stealing and story­telling talents 
help sustain her family and the Jewish 
man they are hiding, as well as their 
neighbors. 
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